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estimates that it were better he had never been born,
and of Rousseau, of whom the best that M. Faguet
can say is that he likes him better than his enemies.
But Lord Morley, as he has told us in his Recollec-
tions and in one of his rare moments of personal
revelation, " A Few Words on French Models,"
approached these two destructive thinkers with a
conviction that they were " on the whole on the
side of human progress," and in a mood of vindica-
tion.    And on the whole he has succeeded in his
purpose, which was to show that they were the
instruments   of   a   great   intellectual   and   social
emancipation.    One is tempted to regret, especially
after reading his essay on Robespierre, whom he
estimated at his true worth, long before M. Sorel
wrote, as a pitiably incompetent spinster, that Lord
Morley never gave us  a history of the  French
Revolution.    Would  he,  one  likes  to  speculate,
have then presented us with the obverse side of the
influence of men of letters.upon the course of the
Revolution,   as   Sainte-Beuve    and   Sorel   have
presented it to us ?    For there is truth in Sorel's
paradox  that  these   apostles   of intellectual  and
political emancipation, by the very fury of their
thinking, their fierce quarrels, and the " sinister
invective " of their vocabulary, indoctrinated their
disciples with an impatience of other opinions than
their own which led directly to the proscriptions
of the Terror.    The men of letters, having been
reduced bjr the laws of the ancien regime to a war of
phrases, when they got possession of power made
use of it to take away life with the same lethal
passion as had formerly inspired them to take away